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(57) ABSTRACT

A lamp with an LED array is disclosed. The centralized
nature of the LEDs allows the LEDs to be configured in a
filament-like way using a supporting power structure, near
the central portion of the optical envelope of the lamp. In
example embodiments, the LEDs are cooled by a fluid
medium to enable the LEDs to maintain appropriate
mechanical stability and operating temperature. In some
embodiments, the lamp operates at a power of at least 5
watts. Since the LED array can be centralized to form a
filament-like structure, the light pattern from the lamp is not
adversely affected by the presence of a heat sink or mechani-
cal supporting parts. In some embodiments, phosphor is
used provide wavelength conversion. The phosphor can be
suspended within the optically transmissive fluid medium,
placed remotely in the lamp structure, or applied to un-
encapsulated LED die.

22 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
LAMP WITH LED ARRAY AND THERMAL
COUPLING MEDIUM

Light emitting diode (LED) lighting systems are becom-
ing more prevalent as replacements for existing lighting
systems. LED systems are an example of solid state lighting
(SSL) and have advantages over traditional lighting solu-
tions such as incandescent and fluorescent lighting because
they use less energy, are more durable, operate longer, can
be combined in multi-color arrays that can be controlled to
deliver virtually any color light, and generally contain no
lead or mercury. A solid state lighting system may take the
form of a lighting unit, light fixture, light bulb, or a “lamp.”

An LED lighting system may include, for example, a
packaged light emitting device including one or more light
emitting diodes (LEDs), which may include inorganic
LEDs, which may include semiconductor layers forming p-n
junctions and/or organic LEDs (OLEDs), which may
include organic light emission layers. Light perceived as
white or near-white may be generated by a combination of
red, green, and blue (“RGB”) LEDs. Output color of such a
device may be altered by separately adjusting supply of
current to the red, green, and blue LEDs. Another method for
generating white or near-white light is by using a lumiphor
such as a phosphor. Still another approach for producing
white light is to stimulate phosphors or dyes of multiple
colors with an LED source. Many other approaches can be
taken.

An LED lamp may be made with a form factor that allows
it to replace a standard incandescent bulb, or any of various
types of fluorescent lamps. LED lamps often include some
type of optical element or elements to allow for localized
mixing of colors, collimate light, or provide a particular light
pattern. Sometimes the optical element also serves as an
envelope or enclosure for the electronics and or the LEDs in
the lamp.

Since, ideally, an LED lamp designed as a replacement for
a traditional incandescent or fluorescent light source needs
to be self-contained; a power supply is included in the lamp
structure along with the LEDs or LED packages and the
optical components. A heatsink is also often needed to cool
the LEDs and/or power supply in order to maintain appro-
priate operating temperature. The power supply and espe-
cially the heatsink can often hinder some of the light coming
from the LEDs or limit LED placement. Depending on the
type of traditional bulb for which the solid-state lamp is
intended as a replacement, this limitation can cause the
solid-state lamp to emit light in a pattern that is substantially
different than the light pattern produced by the traditional
light bulb.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention provide a solid-
state lamp with an LED array as the light source. The LEDs
can be mounted on or fixed to a supporting power structure
so that dedicated mechanical and/or structural support com-
ponents are not needed. In some embodiments, a driver or
power supply for the LEDs may also be mounted on the
supporting power structure. The centralized nature and mini-
mal structural support of the LEDs allows the LEDs to be
configured in a filament-like way, near the central portion of
the optical envelope of the lamp. In example embodiments,
the LEDs are cooled and further cushioned by an optically
transmissive fluid medium to enable the LEDs to maintain
an appropriate operating temperature for efficient operation
and long life. With such a configuration, the lamp can also
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operate with a power draw of at least about five watts,
though still be effectively cooled. Since the LED array can
be configured to form a filament-like structure, the light
pattern from the lamp is not adversely affected by the
presence of a heat sink and/or mounting hardware, or by
having to locate the LEDs close to the base of the lamp. In
some embodiments, the power supply, also called the driver,
can also be cooled by the fluid medium and the physical size
of the driver can be minimized so as to not unduly interfere
with the light pattern from the lamp.

A lamp according to example embodiments of the inven-
tion can include an optically transmissive enclosure and a
array of LEDs disposed in the enclosure on a supporting
power structure to be operable to emit light when the
supporting power structure is energized. The supporting
power structure can include a wire frame assembly. A fluid
medium is contained in the enclosure. This fluid medium
surrounds the LEDs and maintains thermal coupling with
array of LEDs. The fluid medium may also maintain optical
coupling with the LEDs, the enclosure, or both. The fluid
medium may provide optical coupling by serving as an
index-matching medium. In some embodiments, the fluid
medium can be oil or some other appropriate coolant. In
some embodiments a fluorinated or halogenated liquid or gel
can be used.

In some embodiments, phosphor is used within or on the
enclosure to provide wavelength conversion for all or a
portion of the light from the LEDs. In some embodiments,
the phosphor is suspended within the optically transmissive
fluid medium. In some embodiments, the lamp includes an
optically transmissive inner envelope around the LEDs
and/or the driver, and the fluid medium can be confined
within the inner envelope. The lamp may include more than
one inner envelope. The fluid medium may provide optical
coupling to the inner envelope. An inner envelope can
include remote phosphor. In some embodiments, phosphor
particles are suspended in the fluid medium of the at least
one inner envelope and the space between the inner enve-
lope and the enclosure is filled with a fluid medium without
phosphor particles.

In some embodiments, a lamp includes an optically trans-
missive enclosure and an array of LEDs disposed in the
enclosure to be operable to emit light when the array of
LEDs is energized. The lamp also includes a phase change
material as a fluid medium in the enclosure to provide
thermal coupling to the array of LEDs. In some embodi-
ments the phase change material provides optical coupling
to the array of LEDs, the optically transmissive enclosure, or
both. In some embodiments, the phase change material can
be confined to, or at least partially disposed in, an inner
envelope within the optically transmissive enclosure.

As discussed above, in some embodiments, a phosphor is
used in the lamp. In some embodiments, the phosphor, when
excited, emits light having dominant wavelength from 540
to 585 nm. In some embodiments, at least some of the LEDs
or LED die, when illuminated, emit light having a dominant
wavelength from 435 to 490 nm, and at least some of the
LEDs or LED die, emit light, when illuminated, having a
dominant wavelength from 600 to 640 nm. The phosphor, in
addition to being disbursed in the fluid medium or disposed
as a remote phosphor as previously described, may be
associated with each of at least some of the LEDs in the LED
array. A phosphor may be associated with an LED die in
various ways. Such a phosphor may be encapsulated or
packaged with an LED as a device. Such a phosphor may
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also be applied directly as a coating to at least some of the
LED die, which can be operated in the fluid medium without
further encapsulation.

A lamp according to some embodiments of the invention
can be assembled to take the form factor of a “PAR” or “A”
type incandescent lamp. Embodiments of the invention can
also be used to make lamps used to replace various other
standard incandescent or even standard types of fluorescent
or halogen lamps. In some embodiments, the PAR or A lamp
can include an Edison base connected to the driver or power
supply to provide power to the lamp.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a see-through side view of a lamp according to
example embodiments of the present invention. In this
particular example, the lamp has the form factor of an
A-series incandescent lamp.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a lamp according to other
example embodiments of the present invention. In this
particular example, the lamp has the form factor of an
PAR-series incandescent lamp.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an LED array on a wire
frame assembly that can be used with a lamp according to
embodiments of the present invention.

FIGS. 4-8 are see-through side views of A-type lamps
according to additional embodiments of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention now will be
described more fully hereinafter with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which embodiments of the
invention are shown. This invention may, however, be
embodied in many different forms and should not be con-
strued as limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure will
be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the scope
of the invention to those skilled in the art. Like numbers
refer to like elements throughout.

It will be understood that, although the terms first, second,
etc. may be used herein to describe various elements, these
elements should not be limited by these terms. These terms
are only used to distinguish one element from another. For
example, a first element could be termed a second element,
and, similarly, a second element could be termed a first
element, without departing from the scope of the present
invention. As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated listed
items.

It will be understood that when an element such as a layer,
region or substrate is referred to as being “on” or extending
“onto” another element, it can be directly on or extend
directly onto the other element or intervening elements may
also be present. In contrast, when an element is referred to
as being “directly on” or extending “directly onto” another
element, there are no intervening elements present. It will
also be understood that when an element is referred to as
being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can be
directly connected or coupled to the other element or inter-
vening elements may be present. In contrast, when an
element is referred to as being “directly connected” or
“directly coupled” to another element, there are no inter-
vening elements present.

Relative terms such as “below” or “above” or “upper” or
“lower” or “horizontal” or “vertical” may be used herein to
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4

describe a relationship of one element, layer or region to
another element, layer or region as illustrated in the figures.
It will be understood that these terms are intended to
encompass different orientations of the device in addition to
the orientation depicted in the figures.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” “compris-
ing,” “includes” and/or “including” when used herein,
specify the presence of stated features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, and/or components, but do not pre-
clude the presence or addition of one or more other features,
integers, steps, operations, elements, components, and/or
groups thereof.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which this invention belongs. It will be further understood
that terms used herein should be interpreted as having a
meaning that is consistent with their meaning in the context
of this specification and the relevant art and will not be
interpreted in an idealized or overly formal sense unless
expressly so defined herein.

Unless otherwise expressly stated, comparative, quanti-
tative terms such as “less” and “greater”, are intended to
encompass the concept of equality. As an example, “less”
can mean not only “less” in the strictest mathematical sense,
but also, “less than or equal to.”

Embodiments of the present invention provide a solid-
state lamp with centralized light emitters, more specifically,
LEDs. The LEDs can be mounted on or fixed to a supporting
power structure so that dedicated mechanical and/or struc-
tural support components are not needed. The centralized
nature and minimal mechanical support of the LEDs allows
the LEDs to be configured in a filament-like way, near the
central portion of the optical envelope of the lamp. In
example embodiments, the LEDs are cooled and further
cushioned by an optically transmissive fluid medium to
enable the LEDs to maintain appropriate operating tempera-
tures and mechanical stability for efficient operation and
long life. Since the LED array can be configured to form a
filament-like structure, the light pattern from the lamp is not
adversely affected by the presence of a heat sink and/or
mounting hardware, or by having to locate the LEDs close
to the base of the lamp. In some embodiments, the power
supply can also be cooled by the fluid medium, which in part
can enable the physical size of the power supply to be
minimized so as to minimize the power supply’s interfer-
ence with the light pattern from LEDs. With the liquid-
cooling described herein, a lamp can be constructed that
operates at a power level of at least about five watts, while
maintaining an appropriate operating temperature.

FIG. 1 shows a “see-through” side view of a lamp, 100,
according to some embodiments of the present invention.
Lamp 100 is an A-series lamp with an Edison base 102, more
particularly; lamp 100 is designed to serve as a solid-state
replacement for an A19 incandescent bulb. The LED pack-
ages 104 with their own lenses are mounted on metal strips
106 and 108 which protrude from power supply or driver
110 into optically transmissive enclosure 112. The metal
strips form a supporting power structure. A supporting
power structure is a structure that mechanically fixes the
position of the LEDs in the array and at the same time
supplies power to the LEDs with substantially no additional
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mechanical support, or at least a minimum of additional
mechanical support for the LEDs or LED packages them-
selves. In some embodiments, a driver or power supply is
included with the LEDs on a supporting power structure, and
the structure supplies power to the driver. There may be
other intervening structures or circuits. Additionally or alter-
natively, the LEDs may have a supporting power structure
side-by-side with or added to a supporting power structure
for a power supply.

Still referring to FIG. 1, enclosure 112 is, in some
embodiments, a quartz enclosure. Wires run between the
metal strips to carry both sides of the supply voltage to each
LED package. Upward and downward facing LEDs are on
metal extensions from the strips. The LEDs form a central-
ized LED array which is operable to emit light when
energized through the metal strips. The metal strips not only
support the LED array but also serve as the electrical
connection to the power supply. The metal strips may also
provide some heat dissipation or thermal coupling to the
fluid in the lamp. The centralized LED array and the power
supply for lamp 100 are cooled by an optically transmissive
fluid medium 114 which fills or partially fills the optically
transmissive enclosure 112.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a PAR-style lamp 200 such
as a replacement for a PAR-38 incandescent bulb. Lamp 200
includes LED array 202, which can be centralized and will
be discussed in further detail relative to FIG. 3. Lamp 200
also includes a reflector 204 and a glass or plastic lens 206,
which covers the front of lamp 200. In this case, the power
supply (not shown) can be housed in base portion 208 of
lamp 200. Lamp 200 again includes an Edison base 210.
Reflector 204 and lens 206 together form an optically
transmissive enclosure for the lamp, albeit light transmission
it this case is directional. Note that a lamp like lamp 200
could be formed with a unitary enclosure, appropriately
shaped and silvered or coated on an appropriate portion to
form a directional, optically transmissive enclosure. Lamp
200 includes an optically transmissive fluid medium 212
within the optically transmissive enclosure.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the LED array 202 of lamp
200. In FIG. 3, multiple LED packages 302 are mounted on
metal wires 306. A collection of metal wires used as sup-
porting power structure or a portion of a supporting power
structure may be referred to as a wire frame assembly. It
should be noted that such wires have various shapes and
sizes. The cross-section of such wires can be round, square,
rectangular or any other shape. In this example embodiment,
four electrical connection wires 308 connect the LED array
to the driver and also position the LED array so that the
LEDs are centralized in the enclosure in such a position that
the light impinging on and reflected from the reflector and
the light given off directly from LEDs through the lens
produces a natural light pattern, comparable to a traditional
PAR-style incandescent lamp.

FIG. 4 shows a “see-through” side view of a lamp, 400,
according to some embodiments of the present invention.
Lamp 400 is an A-series lamp with an Edison base 402, more
particularly; lamp 400 is designed to serve as a solid-state
replacement for an A19 incandescent bulb. The LED pack-
ages 403 are mounted on wire frame assembly 404 which is
connected to power supply or driver 405 by wires 408 in
optically transmissive enclosure 412. The wire frame assem-
bly 404 serves as a supporting power structure. Enclosure
412 is, in some embodiments, a quartz enclosure. As before,
the LEDs form an LED array which is operable to emit light
when the supporting power structure is energized, which in
turn energizes the LEDs. The supporting power structure not
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only supports the LED array but also serves as the electrical
connection to the power supply. The LED array and the
power supply for lamp 400 are cooled by an optically
transmissive fluid medium 414 which resides in the optically
transmissive enclosure 412. The fluid medium may fill or
partially fill the optically transmissive enclosure.

FIG. 5 shows a “see-through” side view of a lamp, 500,
according to additional embodiments of the present inven-
tion. Lamp 500 is again an A-series lamp with an Edison
base 502. Lamp 500 is again designed to serve as a solid-
state replacement for an A19 incandescent bulb. In the case
of lamp 500, the LEDs in the LED array are not packaged
or encapsulated, but the die are mounted on horizontal wires
503, which form the wire frame assembly in this case. The
LEDs near the center of the array include die 505 and a
phosphor coating 507 on at least a portion of the die, in this
case, on two sides. LEDs near the edges of the array include
bare die 509. Various combinations of LEDs and phosphor
can be used. In some embodiments, the die for all the LEDs
might include phosphor coatings.

Still referring to FIG. 5, the LED array of lamp 500 along
with power supply or driver 510 are again surrounded by an
optically transmissive enclosure 512. Electrical connection
wires 513 run between the wire bonds for the LEDs and
driver 510 to energize the LEDs. As can be readily observed,
LEDs facing various directions are included in the central-
ized array. As before, the centralized LED array and the
power supply to lamp 500 are cooled by an optically
transmissive fluid medium 514 within the optically trans-
missive enclosure 512.

FIG. 6 shows a “see-through” side view of a lamp, 600,
according to further embodiments of the present invention.
Lamp 600 is again an A-series lamp with an Edison base
602. Lamp 600 includes an LED array that is similar to the
LED array of FIG. 4. The LED packages are again mounted
on a wire frame assembly, which is connected to power
supply or driver 605 by wires optically transmissive inner
envelope 612. The wire frame assembly again serves as a
supporting power structure. The LED array again includes
upward and downward facing LEDs. The LED array and the
power supply to lamp 600 are cooled by an optically
transmissive fluid medium within the optically transmissive
inner envelope 616. The fluid medium may fill or partially
fill the inner envelope.

Still referring to FIG. 6, lamp 600 includes an optically
transmissive enclosure 620. Void 622 between the inner
envelope and the optically transmissive enclosure can be
substantially or partially evacuated, be filled with air or an
inert gas, or can be filled or partly filled with an fluid
medium having characteristics either the same or different
from that of the fluid medium inside the inner envelope. It
should be noted that a lamp according to embodiments of the
invention may include multiple inner envelopes, which can
take the form of spheres, tubes or any other shapes. Any or
all of these inner envelopes could provide for index match-
ing to optimize the volume of fluid medium needed for
proper operation of the lamp. One or more of these inner
envelopes could be diffusive and could be made of gels,
silicone, plastic, glass or any other suitable material.

The use of an inner envelope in some embodiments
allows for the lamp to contain less fluid medium and/or
provide a protective enclosure that will not leak fluid should
the outside of the lamp be damaged. If a lamp like lamp 600
in FIG. 6 is the same size as a lamp like that shown in FIG.
4, the structure of the LED array may need to be modified
or made smaller so as to fit in the inner envelope 612 of the
lamp. However in some embodiments, a lamp like that of
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FIG. 4 may be designed to be physically smaller than that
shown in FIG. 6, for example, lamp 600 of FIG. 6 may have
the size and form factor of a standard-sized household
incandescent bulb, while lamp 400 of FIG. 4 may have the
size and form factor of a smaller incandescent bulb, such as
that commonly used in appliances. It should also be noted
that in some embodiments, inner envelope 612 serves as a
remote phosphor carrier, and is coated or impregnated with
phosphor to provide remote wavelength conversion. It
should also be noted that in this or any of the embodiments
shown here, the optically transmissive enclosure or a portion
of the optically transmissive enclosure can be coated or
impregnated with phosphor.

FIG. 7 shows a “see-through” side view of a lamp, 700,
according to example embodiments of the invention. Lamp
700 includes an Edison base 702 and is designed to serve as
a solid-state replacement for an A19 incandescent bulb. The
LED packages 703 again have their own lenses, but bare die
could also be used in this embodiment and in any of the
embodiments disclosed herein. The LED packages are
mounted on wire frame assembly 704 which is connected to
power supply or driver 705 by wires 708 in optically
transmissive enclosure 712. The LED array and the power
supply to lamp 700 are cooled by an optically transmissive
fluid medium 730 which resides in the optically transmissive
enclosure 712. The embodiment of FIG. 7 differs from
previous example embodiments in that fluid medium 730
includes phosphor particles disbursed and/or suspended in
the fluid medium. It should be noted that phosphor particles
could be disbursed in the fluid medium with any of the
embodiments illustrated herein. In the embodiment of FIG.
6, fluid medium inside the inner envelope could include
suspended phosphor particles while additional fluid medium
between the inner envelope and the optical enclosure could
be substantially free of suspended phosphor, or vice versa.

FIG. 8 is a “see-through” side view of a lamp, 800,
according further embodiments of the present invention.
Lamp 800 is an A-series lamp with an Edison base 802. In
this case, LED packages 804 with their own lenses are
mounted on a miniature circuit board 805. Circuit board 805
also includes power supply components 807. Circuit board
805 is connected to the contacts in Edison base 802 via wires
815, and the electrical connections to supply power to the
LEDs in the LED array from the power supply are self-
contained on circuit board 805.

Still referring to FIG. 8, inner envelope of lamp 800
includes a portion 850 that surrounds the circuit board and
the LED array, and a portion 852 that serves as a fluid
reservoir. The inner envelope is filled with an optically
transmissive fluid that is also a phase change material and
cools the LEDs and the driver by changing phases within
portion 850 in response to heat. The fluid medium changes
to a gas in portion 850 of the inner envelope and returns to
liquid form in portion 852 of the inner envelope. In example
embodiments, the phase change occurs at the hottest point in
the lamp regardless of the orientation of the lamp, thus the
phase change material will provide cooling regardless of
how the lamp is positioned. Lamp 800 also includes an
optically transmissive enclosure 860. The space between the
optically transmissive enclosure 860 and the inner envelope
of lamp 800 can be substantially or partially evacuated, be
filled with air or an inert gas, or can be filled with an
additional optically transmissive fluid medium. A phase
change material cooling system could also be designed to
make use of this space for condensation instead of the
reservoir at the bottom of the lamp.
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Various methods and techniques can be used to increase
the capacity and decrease the size of a power supply, also
sometimes called a “driver,” in order to allow the power
supply for an LED lamp to be manufactured more cost-
effectively, or to take up less space in order to practically
realize a lamp according to example embodiments of the
invention. For example, multiple LED chips used together
can be configured to be powered with a relatively high
voltage. Additionally, energy storage methods can be used in
the driver design. For example, current from a current source
can be coupled in series with the LEDs, a current control
circuit and a capacitor to provide energy storage. A voltage
control circuit can also be used. A current source circuit can
be used together with a current limiter circuit configured to
limit a current through the LEDs to less than the current
produced by the current source circuit. In the latter case, the
power supply can also include a rectifier circuit having an
input coupled to an input of the current source circuit.

Some embodiments of the invention can include a mul-
tiple LED sets coupled in series. The power supply in such
an embodiment can include a plurality of current diversion
circuits, respective ones of which are coupled to respective
nodes of the LED sets and configured to operate responsive
to bias state transitions of respective ones of the LED sets.
In some embodiments, a first one of the current diversion
circuits is configured to conduct current via a first one of the
LED sets and is configured to be turned off responsive to
current through a second one of the LED sets. The first one
of the current diversion circuits may be configured to
conduct current responsive to a forward biasing of the first
one of the LED sets and the second one of the current
diversion circuit may be configured to conduct current
responsive to a forward biasing of the second one of the
LED sets.

In some of the embodiments described immediately
above, the first one of the current diversion circuits is
configured to turn off in response to a voltage at a node. For
example a resistor may be coupled in series with the sets and
the first one of the current diversion circuits may be con-
figured to turn off in response to a voltage at a terminal of
the resistor. In some embodiments, for example, the first one
of the current diversion circuits may include a bipolar
transistor providing a controllable current path between a
node and a terminal of a power supply, and current through
the resistor may vary an emitter bias of the bipolar transistor.
In some such embodiments, each of the current diversion
circuits may include a transistor providing a controllable
current path between a node of the sets and a terminal of a
power supply and a turn-off circuit coupled to a node and to
a control terminal of the transistor and configured to control
the current path responsive to a control input. A current
through one of the LED sets may provide the control input.
The transistor may include a bipolar transistor and the
turn-off circuit may be configured to vary a base current of
the bipolar transistor responsive to the control input.

It cannot be overemphasized that with respect to the
features described above with various example embodi-
ments of a lamp, the features can be combined in various
ways. For example, the various methods of including phos-
phor in the lamp can be combined and any of those methods
can be combined with the use of various types of LED
arrangements such as bare die vs. encapsulated or packaged
LED devices, or with the use of phase change material. The
embodiments shown herein are examples only, shown and
described to be illustrative of various design options for a
lamp with an LED array.
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LEDs and/or LED packages used with an embodiment of
the invention and can include light emitting diode chips that
emit hues of light that, when mixed, are perceived in
combination as white light. Phosphors can be used as
described to add yet other colors of light by wavelength
conversion. For example, blue or violet LEDs can be used in
the LED assembly of the lamp and the appropriate phosphor
can be in any of the ways mentioned above. LED devices
can be used with phosphorized coatings packaged locally
with the LEDs or with a phosphor coating the LED die as
previously described. For example, blue-shifted yellow
(BSY) LED devices, which typically include a local phos-
phor, can be used with a red phosphor on or in the optically
transmissive enclosure or inner envelope to create substan-
tially white light, or combined with red emitting LED
devices in the array to create substantially white light. Such
embodiments can produce light with a CRI of at least 70, at
least 80, at least 90, or at least 95. By use of the term
substantially white light, one could be referring to a chro-
macity diagram including a blackbody locus of points,
where the point for the source falls within four, six or ten
MacAdam ellipses of any point in the blackbody locus of
points.

A lighting system using the combination of BSY and red
LED devices referred to above to make substantially white
light can be referred to as a BSY plus red or “BSY+R”
system. In such a system, the LED devices used include
LEDs operable to emit light of two different colors. In one
example embodiment, the LED devices include a group of
LEDs, wherein each LED, if and when illuminated, emits
light having dominant wavelength from 440 to 480 nm. The
LED devices include another group of LEDs, wherein each
LED, if and when illuminated, emits light having a dominant
wavelength from 605 to 630 nm. A phosphor can be used
that, when excited, emits light having a dominant wave-
length from 560 to 580 nm, so as to form a blue-shifted-
yellow light with light from the former LED devices. In
another example embodiment, one group of LEDs emits
light having a dominant wavelength of from 435 to 490 nm
and the other group emits light having a dominant wave-
length of from 600 to 640 nm. The phosphor, when excited,
emits light having a dominant wavelength of from 540 to
585 nm. A further detailed example of using groups of LEDs
emitting light of different wavelengths to produce substan-
tially while light can be found in issued U.S. Pat. No.
7,213,940, which is incorporated herein by reference.

With respect to the fluid medium used with an embodi-
ment of the invention, as an example, a liquid, gel, or other
material that is either moderate to highly thermally conduc-
tive, moderate to highly convective, or both, can be used. As
used herein, a “gel” includes a medium having a solid
structure and a liquid permeating the solid structure. A gel
can include a liquid, which is a fluid. The term “fluid
medium” is used herein to refer to gels, liquids, and any
other non-gaseous, formable material. The fluid medium
surrounds the LED devices in the optical enclosure. In
example embodiments, the fluid medium is nonconductive
enough so that no packaging or insulation is needed for the
LED devices, although packaging may be included. In
example embodiments, the fluid medium has low to mod-
erate thermal expansion, or a thermal expansion that sub-
stantially matches that of one or more of the other compo-
nents of the lamp. The fluid medium in at least some
embodiments is also inert and does not readily decompose.

As examples, the fluid medium used in some embodi-
ments of the invention can be oil. The oil can be petroleum-
based, such as mineral oil, or can be organic in nature, such
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as vegetable oil. The fluid medium in some embodiments
may also be a perfluorinated polyether (PFPE) liquid, or
other fluorinated or halogenated liquid, or gel. An appropri-
ate propylene carbonate liquid or gel having at least some of
the above-discussed properties might also be used. Suitable
PFPE-based liquids are commercially available, for
example, from Solvay Solexis S.p.A of Italy. In embodi-
ments where a phase change material is used for the fluid
medium chloromethane, alcohol, methylene chloride or
trichloromonofluoromethane can be used. Flourinert™
manufactured by the 3M Company in St. Paul, Minn.,
U.S.A. can be used as coolant and/or a phase change
material. It should also be noted that water could be used as
a phase change material, since pressure inside the relevant
portion of lamp can be reduced in order to reduce the phase
change temperature for water.

In at least some embodiments, the optically transmissive
fluid medium is an index matching medium that is charac-
terized by a refractive index that provides for efficient light
transfer with minimal reflection and refraction from the
LEDs through the enclosure. The index matching medium
can have the same or a similar refractive index as the
material of the enclosure, the LED device package material
or the LED substrate material. The index matching medium
can have a refractive index that is arithmetically in between
the indices of two of these materials.

As an example, if unpackaged LEDs are used in a
centralized LED array, a fluid with a refractive index
between that of the LED substrates and the enclosure and/or
inner envelope can be used. LEDs with a transparent sub-
strate can be used so that light passes through the substrate
and can be radiated from the light emitting layers of the
chips in all directions. If the substrate chosen is silicon
carbide, the refractive index of the substrates is approxi-
mately 2.6. If glass is used for the enclosure or envelope, the
glass would typically have a refractive index of approxi-
mately 1.5. Thus a fluid with a refractive index of approxi-
mately 2.0-2.1 could be used as the index matching fluid
medium. LEDs with a sapphire substrate can also be used.
Since the substrate in this case would be an insulator, an
ohmic contact would need to pass through the substrate of
the LED if an un-packaged die is used. However, the
refractive index of sapphire is approximately 1.7, so that in
this case if glass is again used for the enclosure or envelope,
the fluid medium could have a refractive index of approxi-
mately 1.6. If glass lenses are used on packaged LED
devices, the fluid could have an index of approximately 1.5,
essentially matching that of both the lenses and the enclo-
sure.

The various parts of an LED lamp according to example
embodiments of the invention can be made of any of various
materials. A lamp according to embodiments of the inven-
tion can be assembled using varied fastening methods and
mechanisms for interconnecting the various parts. For
example, in some embodiments locking tabs and holes can
be used. In some embodiments, combinations of fasteners
such as tabs, latches or other suitable fastening arrangements
and combinations of fasteners can be used which would not
require adhesives or screws. In other embodiments, adhe-
sives, screws, bolts, or other fasteners may be used to fasten
together the various components.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, those of ordinary skill in the art appreciate
that any arrangement which is calculated to achieve the
same purpose may be substituted for the specific embodi-
ments shown and that the invention has other applications in
other environments. This application is intended to cover
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any adaptations or variations of the present invention. The
following claims are in no way intended to limit the scope
of the invention to the specific embodiments described
herein.

The invention claimed is:

1. A lamp comprising:

an optically transmissive enclosure;

an array of LEDs disposed in the enclosure on a wire
frame assembly with substantially no additional
mechanical support, the array of LEDs being operable
to emit light when the wire frame assembly is ener-
gized;

at least one, sealed inner envelope around the array of
LEDs;

a liquid and/or gel to provide thermal coupling to the array
of LEDs, at least one portion of the liquid and/or gel
confined to the at least one inner envelop and at least
another portion of the liquid and/or gel between the at
least one inner envelope and the optically transmissive
enclosure; and

a phosphor suspended in either the liquid and/or gel
confined to the at least one inner envelope or the liquid
and/or gel between the at least one inner envelope and
the optically transmissive enclosure.

2. The lamp of claim 1 wherein the liquid and/or gel
comprises at least one of oil and fluorinated or halogenated
liquid or gel.

3. The lamp of claim 2 wherein the liquid and/or gel
provides optical coupling to at least one of the array of LEDs
and the optically transmissive enclosure.

4. The lamp of claim 1 wherein the lamp takes one of a
PAR and an A form factor.

5. The lamp of claim 1 wherein the lamp takes one of a
PAR and an A form factor.

6. A lamp comprising:

an optically transmissive enclosure;

an array of LEDs disposed in the enclosure on a wire
frame assembly, the array of LEDs further comprising
at least a first die and a second die, and a phosphor
associated with at least one of the first die and the
second die;

at least one, sealed inner envelope around the array of
LEDs; and

an index matching medium contained in the enclosure to
provide optical and thermal coupling to the array of
LEDs;

wherein the first die, if illuminated, would emit light
having a dominant wavelength from 435 to 490 nm,
and the second die, if illuminated, would emit light
having a dominant wavelength from 600 to 640 nm,
and wherein the phosphor, when excited, emits light
having a dominant wavelength from 540 to 585 nm and
the lamp, when the array of LEDs is energized through
the wire frame assembly, operates at a power level of at
least about 5 watts.

7. The lamp of claim 6 wherein the index matching
medium comprises at least one of oil and fluorinated or
halogenated liquid or gel.

8. The lamp of claim 6 wherein the lamp takes one of a
PAR and an A form factor.

9. The lamp of claim 6, wherein at least a portion of the
liquid and/or gel is confined to the at least one, sealed inner
envelope.

10. The lamp of claim 9 wherein the liquid and/or gel
confined to the at least one, sealed inner envelope comprises
phase change material.
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11. A method of making a lamp, the method comprising:

providing an optically transmissive enclosure;
centrally locating an array of LEDs in the enclosure on a
wire frame assembly, the array of LEDs further com-
prising at least at least a first LED and a second LED,
wherein the first LED, if illuminated, would emit light
having a dominant wavelength from 435 to 490 nm,
and the second LED, if illuminated, would emit light
having a dominant wavelength from 600 to 640 nm;

coating at least one of the first LED and the second LED
with a phosphor wherein the phosphor, when excited,
emits light having a dominant wavelength from 540 to
585 nm;

providing at least one, sealed inner envelope around the

array of LEDs;

connecting the wire frame assembly so that the LEDs can

be energized through the wire frame assembly to emit
light; and

placing an index matching medium in the enclosure so

that the fluid medium provides optical and thermal
coupling to the LED:s.

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

connecting a power supply to the wire frame assembly;

providing an Edison base; and

connecting the Edison base to the power supply.

13. The method of claim 12 further comprising disbursing
phosphor particles in the index matching medium.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the phosphor par-
ticles are disbursed in the index matching medium inside
the, sealed inner envelope.

15. The method of claim 14 further comprising placing
the index matching medium both between the optically
transmissive enclosure and the, sealed inner envelope and
within the, sealed inner envelope.

16. The method of claim 12 wherein the index matching
medium is confined to the, sealed inner envelope.

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the index matching
medium is a phase change material.

18. The method of claim 16 further comprising providing
a remote phosphor associated with the, sealed inner enve-
lope.

19. A lamp comprising:

an optically transmissive enclosure;

an array of LEDs disposed in the enclosure to be operable

to emit light when the array of LEDs is energized, the
array of LEDs further comprising at least a first die and
a second die, and a phosphor associated with at least
one of the first die and the second die; and

a phase change material contained in the enclosure to

provide optical coupling to the array of LEDs and/or
the optically transmissive enclosure and thermal cou-
pling to the array of LEDs by changing to a gas in a
portion of the enclosure that surrounds the array of
LEDs and returning to a liquid in a fluid reservoir;
wherein the first die, if illuminated, would emit light
having a dominant wavelength from 435 to 490 nm,
and the second die, if illuminated, would emit light
having a dominant wavelength from 600 to 640 nm,
and wherein the phosphor, when excited, emits light
having a dominant wavelength from 540 to 585 nm.

20. The lamp of claim 19 further comprising a supporting
power structure connected to the array of LEDs.

21. The lamp of claim 20 wherein the lamp takes one of
a PAR and an A form factor.

22. The lamp of claim 19 further comprising at least one
inner envelope wherein at least a portion of the phase change
material is confined to the at least one inner envelope.
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